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P.W. Portland VFO & Buffer

The circuit and information came from Practical Wireless March and May 2006 editions and should be
attributed to Tony Nailer G4CFV.

My Advanced exam tutor Dave McQue G4NJU suggested, when we were covering the topic of  VFO’s in
the Advanced syllabus, that I build one to further understand the basic principles, which I thought was a
good idea.

I started the project in March and took the exam in May.

Please note that unlike the Intermediate exam, you do not have to build a project as part of the Advanced
course, but I think it was a good idea.

I further thought at the time, that this could be a good project for the Intermediate exam. I wouldn’t say
that the project is particularly complicated from the construction point of view!

I built the the VFO and buffer for 7.88 - 8.42MHz as part of a mixer VFO system for a 4 metre project
that I still have to do when I get time!

This VFO project, as the article states can easily be built for 6.99 - 7.21MHz for a 40 metre direct 
conversion local oscillator. All that changes are the value of R1 and the deletion of C3.

All in all it was a very interesting and worthwhile project and I am please that I did it.

Martin Juhe
M0XJP / 2E0MJD
13/1/07

Article reprint, courtesy of Practical Wireless



At the early stages Check list for parts and components
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The back PC board in detail

Finished - front view Finished - back view







P.W. Portland VFO & Buffer

The following 3 pages are a continuation of the previous article explaining:-

How to expand the project

Points arising from the first article and some suggested changes






